
 

Stage 3 Overview Term 1 2024 
Welcome back to all the students and families of Meadowbank Public School! The Stage 3 teachers are 

all excited for the busy year ahead and look forward to getting to know the students. We have already 

been very busy with sport try-out days, swimming carnival and buddies. 

Our new Kindergarten students have been given a Year 6 'buddy'. Buddies look out for the Kindergarten 

students, help teach them school rules and routines and encourage them to play with their new 

Kindergarten friends. Year 6 have been visiting the Kindergarten rooms to support their buddy which has 

been a great experience for all the students. 

Year 5 will complete their NAPLAN test this term. During the testing window it is crucial that all Year 5 

students bring over-ear headphones.  

Please read the information below to find out about the different programs and topic students will cover 

throughout Term 1. For more information on these dates please make sure you check the weekly school 

newsletter. 

Important dates 

• Monday 19 February  to 1 March - Life education visit 

• Wednesday 21 February - Swimming Carnival 



• Thursday 22 February - Meet the Teacher night years 3-6 

• Wednesday 6 March - Wests Tigers presentation on respect 

• Wednesday 6 March - Police Youth Liaison visit on cyber safety 

• Thursday 7 March - Student Leadership Workshop Hosted By Marsden High School 

• Monday 11 March - Harmony Day Parade  

• Wednesday 13 March to Monday 25 March - NAPLAN (Year 3 and 5 only) 

• Tuesday 26 March (evening)- Iftar Dinner 

• Thursday 28 March - Easter Hat Parade 

• Friday 29 March - Good Friday Public Holiday 

• Monday 1 April - Easter Monday Public Holiday  

• Tuesday 2 April to Friday 12 April - Parent Teacher interviews 

• Friday 12 April - ANZAC Day ceremony  

• Friday 12 April - Last day of Term 1 

• Tuesday 30 April - First day of Term 2 



What's happening in Stage 3? 

 

English 

In Stage 3 Literacy, students will be exploring the novel 'Black Cockatoo' by Carl Merrison and Hakea 

Hustler. They will investigate themes related to freedom, family and Indigenous Peoples.  

In Stage 3 writing, students will focus on the Talk for Writing program 'Beowulf',  where they learn a 

model text orally and innovate the learnt text. Students will explore the key structures of a narrative and 

develop an understanding of language features that can be used to create a sense of suspense. 

Mathematics 

In Stage 3 Mathematics, students will focus on the representation and arrangement of numbers beyond 

a million. They will explore how fractions and decimals can be represented in different ways and 

interpret numerical data. Students will also develop efficient and flexible strategies for solving addition 

and subtraction problems. The students will use these these strategies to effectively measure length, 

perimeter and time.  



History 

In Stage 3 History, students will study a unit titled ‘Australia as a Nation’. They will explore what life was 

life in Australia before 1901 and learn about the development of Australia as a nation. Students will 

investigate the factors that led to the development of democracy and citizenship and how it led to the 

Federation of Australia. Students will learn about the significance of Australia’s British heritage, the 

Westminster system and other models that influenced the development of Australia’s system of 

government. 

Geography 

In Stage 3 Geography, Students will explore countries of the Asia region and the connections Australia 

has with other countries across the world. They will investigate the diversity in geographical features 

within the Asia region and examine the economic, demographic and social differences between 

countries of the Asia region such as employment, population, and lifestyle. Students will be learning to 

gather, analyse, evaluate and interpret geographical information from secondary sources and 

demonstrate academic integrity.  

Personal Development and Health (PD/H) 

In Stage 3 PD/H, students will explore the concept of friendship and delve into the characteristics of a 

healthy friendship. Additionally, they will examine the adverse effects of alcohol, appropriate guidelines 

and behaviours related to alcohol consumption. 

Creative arts 

In Stage 3 Creative Arts, students will gain an understanding of portraiture and expressionism, with an 

introduction to the Archibald Prize. They will investigate various influential artists from history who have 

portrayed subjects in diverse styles. Throughout the unit, students will produce portraiture artworks 

inspired by a variety of artists. 

Library 

In Stage 3 Library, students will be taught History by our librarians Ms Grassi, Miss Leone and Mr Watts. 

Students are strongly encouraged to bring a library bag for borrowing books, reading them and 

returning.  

Stage 3 Library days are:  

Tuesday 

• 6C with Mr Watts 

• 6Y with Ms Grassi 

• 5R with Ms Grassi 

Thursday  

• 5B with Mr Watts 



• 5H with Mr Watts 

Friday 

• 6J with Ms Leone 

Physical Education (PE) and sport 

In Stage 3 PE lessons, students will be focusing on soccer and Oz-tag. The goal of these lessons is to 

increase students’ fitness and agility through engaging activities. The games are also designed to help 

students develop tactical skills used in sports. Each lesson will have a focus of running in preparation for 

the Cross Country Carnival. 

Stage 3 PE days are:  

Tuesday 

• 5B with Mr Noble  

• 6C with Mr Noble 

• 6J with Mr Cummins 

• 6Y with Mr Cummins 

Thursday 

• 5R with Mr Cummins 

• 5H with Mr Cummins 

Science and technology 

In Stage 3 Science, students will investigate a variety of contact and non-contact forces through practical 

investigations, including simple ideas of force, gravity and buoyancy. Students will learn to represent 

scientific concepts in the form of drawings to label both push and pull forces. They will construct and 

launch their own model rocket and will write scientific reports, as evidence of their experiments and 

practical investigations. Throughout the unit students will challenge their critical and creative thinking 

skills. 

Stage 3 Science days are:  

Monday 

• 6C with Miss Fong 

Tuesday 

• 6J with Miss Price 

• 5R with Ms Fong 

Thursday 

• 5B with Miss Fong 



• 6Y with Miss Fong 

• 5H with Miss Price 

Homework 

 

Homework will start in Week 5. It is important Stage 3 students read at home every day. This may include 

reading novels, factual texts, graphic novels and a range of other texts. Parents can support their child by 

encouraging reading every day. This kind of environment encourages your child to see reading as an 

important and normal part of every day. 

 

Homework will consist of the following: 

1. Reading every night - students will be asked to complete a reading log on Google Classroom to 

track their reading 

2. Set mathematics tasks on https://mathspace.co/au 

In addition to weekly homework students also have a term project that they will work on throughout the 

term. For term 1 students will plan, research and create a speech for the Multicultural Speaking 

Competition. 

Optional additional tasks include: 

1. https://www.typing.com/ - typing skills 



2. https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button - mental maths skills 

Help with homework 

 

Mathspace are offering a free parent webinar to help understand how the program works. The webinar 

will take place this Thursday 15 February. Please the link and flyer below for more information. 

Register here: Webinar Registration - Zoom 

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Td0t8U9HT-24fZ--rO1cFg?utm_campaign=24Q1%20-%20AU%20Back%20to%20School&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=292886973&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9jZHKTEvP10uzs1sglc55R0lS3uTtqbcM93DureZ3O3AharFNofO3k_czb4dmVgsuMFiUIzsQGgXiMJBKUk3WapSWMlZQu2wuDYYX_KorrOOIqW3Q&utm_content=292886973&utm_source=hs_automation#/registration


Communication  - A message from Miss Parada 

 

Dear families   

  

Our Term Overviews are one of the many ways we provide our families with important information 

about their child’s learning and wellbeing programs for each term. By sharing detailed information about 

our teaching and learning programs, we aim to foster a strong partnership between teachers and 

parents. When you are well-informed about the curriculum and learning outcomes, you can better 

participate in your child's education. 

  

Contacting your child’s teacher  

If you would like to message your child’s class teacher, please email the school: meadowbank-

p.school@det.nsw.edu.au  

The email will be forwarded to your child’s teacher.   

If the matter is urgent, please call the school: 9809 3648   

Your message will be passed to the teacher.  

  

Sentral Parent Portal 

mailto:meadowbank-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
mailto:meadowbank-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au


Our school is using the Sentral Parent Portal to provide parents one platform to access school 

information including school newsletters and announcements, permission notes, student academic 

reports, and student attendance information. Parents can also use the portal to explain student 

absences.  

  

We look forward to working with our school community and building strong respectful, positive 

relationships through communication and collaboration.  

  

Yours sincerely,  

Cecilia Parada  

Principal  

Classroom resources 

 

Please refer to the resource list for stage 3. It is important all students have access to these materials 

each day at school.  



 



 



 



Additional information 

 

• As part of our whole school approach to a healthy lifestyle and due to a growing number of 

students with allergies/anaphylaxis we ask that parents only send enough food for their own 

child and reminder them to not share food at school. I addition to this we ask that students do 

not bring in food for student birthdays or other celebrations. 

• It is important for all students to be at school ready to start their learning day promptly at 

8:45am. Students must not be at school prior to 8:15am. If your child needs to be dropped off 

earlier you must book them into before school care. 

• Students are expected to bring their resources to school every day including their own device 

(fully charged). Students must return their BYOD note before bringing their own device to school 

(see example of note below). Please ensure that your child has purchased all the resources on 

the resource list including headphones.  



 



 



 



Eight ways to help your child with talking and listening skills 

 



 

1 - Click to enlarge 

Keeping your child safe online 

 



We would like to remind all students and families that it is important to stay safe online. The Education 

Department and E-Safety Commissioner have many resources to help parents and students stay safe 

online. This term there is a free webinar for parents to help their child stay safe when playing games 

online. Please see the website and webinar link below to sign up for free. 

Safe online gaming webinar: Registration (gotowebinar.com) 

E-Safety website: Cyber safe parents | NSW Government 

Thank you 

 

Mr Lachlan Johnston  -  6J classroom teacher and Year 5/6 Relieving Assistant Principal 

Mr Kevin Chu  - 6C classroom teacher 

Miss Samantha Yang  - 6Y classroom teacher 

Mr Victor Hui  -  5H classroom teacher 

Mrs Rehman  - 5R classroom teacher 

Ms Natalie Beard  - 5B classroom teacher 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/6473655519180514400
https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/cybermarvel/parents
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